CITY OF ROBERTS
July 14, 2026
City Council Meeting

The Roberts City Council met for a meeting at the regular place of meeting, after having been notified of said meeting of said council.
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Robert (BJ) Berlin	Mayor 
Casey Burns	Council 
Kyler Place	Council
Benjamin Poston	Council
Edidt Ramirez	Council
April Galbraith	Clerk/Treasurer 

Ron Grant	Public Works Director
Julie Garcia…	Library Director (absent)
[bookmark: _Hlk215736908]Jed Bigelow	City Attorney (absent)
JD Erickson	Certified Water Operator (absent)
Scott Humphreys	Certified WW Operator (absent)
Steve Anderson…	Jefferson County Sheriff (absent)


Also present: Jaden Jackson with Keller Associates, Karol Poston, Connie Surerus, Shirley Ledvina, Ursula Benkenstein, Joseph Malloy, Cpl. Stewart, Dep. Bennett Riggins and Beckett Place.

Mayor Berlin read “George Washington’s Prayer for the United States” for opening prayer:

“Almighty God: We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy holy protection; that thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to government, and entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another and for their fellow-citizens of the United States at large. And finally, that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy and to demean ourselves with that charity, humility and pacific temper of mind which were the characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed religion without a humble imitation of whose example in these things we can never hope to be a happy nation. Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.”

Mayor Berlin led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Berlin and City Council read aloud the Declaration of Independence: Mayor Berlin read the first portion of the Declaration of Independence, followed by: Councilmembers Burns, Sanchez, Place, and Poston.

[bookmark: _Hlk222911032]Vote to Approve City Council Meeting Minutes for June 9, 2026: 

Mayor Berlin asked if there were any questions regarding the meeting minutes for June 9, 2026, provided in the council’s packets.

With no questions, Mayor Berlin entertained a motion to approve the meeting minutes for June 9, 2026.

Casey made a motion to approve the meeting minutes for June 9, 2026 seconded by Kyler, all ayes.

Sheriff’s Report: Corporal Stewart introduced Deputy Bennett Riggins to the council and reported for 5/23/26 thru 6/19/26, 49 hrs. logged, 27 complaints, and 8 traffic contacts.

Mayor Berlin asked if any questions for the officers. Having no questions, the officers excused themselves.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Berlin addressed his concern regarding proposed alcohol permitting in Idaho Falls and said that he believes it is an overreach of government. He feels that this is wrong and that he and the council should strive to fight against overreach. When creating a new ordinance, we are looking at what we are protecting: existing residents, property values, and not making new ordinances because we are bored. We want to make sure we are taking care of the business of our residents and not looking beyond that.

Update - Market Lake Day: Saturday, July 18 is Market Lake Day. We have wet and dry bounce houses and a climbing wall, all of which are free to the public. There is a car show, fireworks, pledge of allegiance ceremony at 6 pm with other activities as well. For the parade, we had received a grant for the float, the float has now been built. Council members are asked to join on the float for the parade. Casey is going to tow the float. The city has purchased stress beach balls with the city logo for council to throw. Mayor Berlin also has pinwheels and flags to be thrown. Council was also asked to be there during the pledge of allegiance ceremony. 

Discussion & Vote: Variance for Lots 19-24, Block 20: (variance application and staff report in council packets) Mayor Berlin explained that the variance would allow the property to vary from the required 75 feet of street frontage to 70 feet of street frontage for the potential building permit. Mayor Berlin recommended passing the variance and asked the council if they had any questions, comments, or concerns. 

With no questions, Ben moves to pass the variance for lots 19-24, block 20, seconded by Casey. 

Mayor Berlin called for a roll call vote. 

Roll call vote was taken by the clerk.

	Kyler Place
	aye

	Edidt Ramirez
	aye

	Benjamin Poston
	aye

	Casey Burns
	aye



Update – Water Facility Improvement Project (WFIP): Jaden Jackson stated Keller & Associates are still working with Edstoms to bring costs for the project down. Construction to begin in September.
Discussion & Vote: Administrative Contract Amendment- Altura- Water Treatment Plant Improvements (WFIP): (contract in council packet) Mayor Berlin stated the city had received approval of the Community Block Development Grant (CDBG) for the WFIP and that Altura has submitted an amendment to the current contract to admin the CBDG grant. Mayor asks if there were any questions, comments, or concerns.
With no concerns, Mayor Berlin entertained a motion to approve the Administrative Contract Amendment with Altura.

Kyler made the motion to approve the Administrative Contract Amendment with Altura for the Water Facility Improvement Plan, seconded by Edidt.

Mayor called for a roll call vote. 

Roll call vote was taken by the Clerk,
	Kyler Place
	aye

	Edidt Ramirez
	aye

	Benjamin Poston
	aye

	Casey Burns
	aye



Update – Wastewater Study: Jaden reports the study is moving along nicely, progress has slowed in order to divide costs in half, to only bill the city half for each fiscal year, to keep within budget.  Will go back into full force shortly and will be completed by December. Letter of interest will be put in for grant funding in January.

Update – Roberts Community Center: Construction pictures presented. Construction is ahead of schedule. The addition for the bathrooms has now been completed, the roof has been completed, new ducting has been installed, mechanical parts are here, doors are here, waiting on state inspections.
Maintenance Report: Ron reports trees and brush have been trimmed, flower beds weeded, wastewater collection is being looked at to mitigate the subwater, maintenance on buildings is ongoing. Asphalt millings are being spread by the pickleball court. Electrical equipment was worked on at the booster station and is now running properly. Preparing for Market Lake Day and the parade, the roads are being cleaned up and swept, trees trimmed at City Hall and the water booster station. Mayor reports Rick has been spraying for weeds and has great improvement this year. Mayor also reported the landscaping project at the community park has been completed thanks to the Garden Club and the TNT Lawncare. Weeds were removed and will be easier to maintain.
Ben asked if there have been any prospects for the maintenance opening. Mayor informed that we have decided to hold off on hiring at this time and will revisit potentially hiring at a later time.
Review and Approve Bills: Mayor Berlin asked Council if they had reviewed the bills and if they had any questions, comments, or concerns.
With none, Mayor entertained a motion to approve the bills. 

Ben made a motion to approve the bills, seconded by Casey. 

Mayor called for a roll call vote. 

Roll call vote was taken by the Clerk,

	Kyler Place
	aye

	Edidt Ramirez
	aye

	Benjamin Poston
	aye

	Casey Burns
	aye



Adjourn: Mayor entertained a motion to adjourn. 

Edidt made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Kyler, all yes. 

Meeting adjourned.


	Mayor Berlin




	City Clerk

